
 
 

Vocabulary Fair 
NOTES FOR THE TEACHER: 
The following task helps students learn and practice vocabulary from a unit in 
their textbook1 by having them teach it to their classmates. The benchmark we’re 
heading toward and the objective for the activity are below.  
 

Benchmark: Lexical accuracy is generally high, though some confusion and 
incorrect word choice does occur without hindering communication.2 

Objective: By the end of this task, students should be able to explain 
vocabulary from this unit to classmates by writing a sentence, telling a story, 
or drawing a picture. 

Steps: 
1) Give directions for the activity. 

 
2) Help students get into groups (if they choose). If needed, give advice to 

individuals/groups about which set to choose. 
 

3) While students are completing the task, give any needed help to 
individuals/groups so that sentences, stories, and pictures provide a clear 
understanding of words. 
 

4) For the task follow up, have students post their papers on the walls around 
the classroom for the Vocabulary Fair. Then, individuals/groups can take 
turns explaining vocabulary to their classmates and walking around the 
classroom to listen to their classmates’ explanations.  

                                                           
1
 “Unit 1 Fresh Start,” in New Horizon College English: Reading & Writing 1, ed. Shu Tang 

Zhen (Beijing: Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press, 2015).  
2
 From the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 

FOR THE STUDENTS: 
In this task you are the teacher and will help your classmates remember and 
understand vocabulary from this unit. You can do the task by yourself or with one 
or two other classmates.  

To do this task, you will need: 
 1 piece of paper for every word in your set 
 a pen or pencil 
 your textbook 

Steps: 
1) Choose one set of words below. Choose a set that is not too easy and not too 

difficult. 

Set 1 Set 2 Set 3 Set 4 

mate 
roommate 

pose 
giant 

opportunity 
resource 

attain 
reap 
 

Set 5 Set 6 Set 7 Set 8 

pledge 
benefit 
community 

routine 
emerge 
foundation 

available 
facility 
sample 
assume 

faculty 
comprehensive 
overwhelm 
triumph 

2) Decide how you can help your classmates remember and understand each of 
the words in your set. You can: 
a. Write a sentence for each word.  
b. Tell a story (that includes all the words). 
c. Draw a picture for each word that shows what it means. 
 

3) Use one piece of paper for each word (or story). Write/draw big so that it’s 
easy to see.  
 

4) If you finish one set and still have time, choose another set. 

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/Source/Framework_EN.pdf

